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wholesale plundering of France's wealth, this
was utterly repugnant to the French popula-
tion. The French peasant and tradesman
had always been an individualist. He dis-
liked having to stand in queues for a slip of
paper which gave him permission (as one
burly farmer put it) to milk his cows. He
disliked being dictated to and told what to do
and, more often, what not to do with his own
things. He intensely disliked being ordered
about in his own shop or on his own land.
The third and most important factor of all
was the growing shortage of food. Hunger
kills all reason, but before they get to that
stage, an empty stomach sometimes makes
people think. In fact, it was the growing
discomfort of their daily life which first set
people in France thinking about what had
happened. They gradually realised what they
had lost. In occupied France they came to
know and to hate the Nazis. In unoccupied
France they came to understand that a
dictatorship means less freedom as well as
less bread.
The fate of Paris under German domina-
tion is sufficiently known to the world
mainly through reports in the American
Press; very little is known about the situa-
tion in the remainder of the occupied region.